


Play 2 of your best songs within the first 3 songs. If you can hook people on the first few songs they won't
leave for the whole set. If you bore them in the first couple of songs there is a good possibility that they
will leave or loose interest.

8. Let The Music Do The Talking

No one can talk a record company into signing them. Either the music is striking a chord with the A&R
person or not. You won't get signed by winning a debate with the company about whether your music
"appeals to 'the kids" or about how hard you will work. Give it a rest and write some more songs.

9. Be Open To Suggestions

You are dealing with record company people who take great pride in being able to do their job well. I've
seen too many artists proceed to tell A&R people how to produce, market and promote their music with
very little room left for record company involvement. Realise that you are not the only expert in this
regard but rather an important contributor to the process. You can lose record company interest at this
stage even if the music you have produced has passed the test. Listen; you might learn something.

10. Music Matters

Don't get caught up in the pursuit of a record deal. Many of the artists that I have had the good fortune to
help find record deals weren't possessed with the idea of getting one. It often takes 3-5 years of
development, if you're lucky, before an artist is ready to make the leap to being a major label recording
artist. Have fun and enjoy the trip along the way. Focus on the music.
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